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An ANSWER toaLETTER 
toa DISSENTE R, &c. 


your Fear and Reſentment, muſt be the effeftof you addre(- 
| ſing the Diſſenters at this tune, ſince hitherto Conſcience 
and Religion could never preyail to draw from you any 
manner of Condeſcention to them. Truth muſt at all times carry 
Conviction with it, unleſs Intereſt hinder ; how much it over-ruled 
you formerly, in what you your ſelves now own to be Truth, Leave. 
you to judg. | hs a2 | 
In the mean time it is to be conſidered whether the Diſſenters in 
this Juncure act contrary to Truth or no; for if they at according 
to Truth, let the Clamor of the Church of England be never ſo 
great, they will be able to juſtify themſelves both to God and Man. 
The great Queſtion then will be, , whether the Penal Laws be juſt 
and equitable Laws, and conſiſtent with the Law of God or not ? 
If they be not conſiſtent with the Law of God, but quite contrary 
to the Principles of Chriſtianity, to impoſe on and enforce Mens 
Conſciences, and inflict Penalties on them for not agreeing in meer 
Matters of: Religion ; then certainly the Diſſenters will be found al- 
together in the right, if they conſent to the' abrogating of 'tlioſe 
Laws. It will be but am agere to prove this impoſing and'perſe- 
cuting Principle fo be quite oppoſite to the expreſs Rale, Dottrine 
and Practice of Jeſus Chriſt, it having been ſufficiently evinced al- 
ready, and all Parties now readily acquieſce in it. 


P Ardon me, Sir, if I think it, 1s your Intereſt at leaſt, if not 


And as nothing but Intereſt at firſt prevailed in the enacting theſe - 


perſecuting Laws, ſo 1 doubt it will be found that the ſelf-ſame In-' 
tereſt; and not Religion, ſways in the continuance' of 'themr: for if 


the Church of” Ezgland for once would lay aſide that Idol-Intereſt, - 


and conſider what is agreable to the Word of God, and-what not, 
and remember that Golden Rule, of doing unto others as they would be 


dine by, 1 am,confident ſhe could never be ſo eager, an, Advocate for . 


Fl 


the continuing of eld wachrifan {ante my 
"is þ i os , F- Þ t _— Fr 
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Now as to what advantage the Papiſts can make by Repeca'ing 
of the Penal Laws, and the diſmal Conſequences that will fojlow, 
which indeed i; all that is conſiderable in this . Letter, and which is 
the frighttul Bu-bear made ufe'of, it may receive an, caſy Arſwer:; 
For 1106 Man cf ſenſe will. argue that the bare taking away of the 
Puna} Laws is in it (cif either an eſtabliſhing of Papery., or deſtroy- 
3:2 cf the Church of England : The King is moſt graciouſly plea- 
{:d 10 tell us in his Declaration, that he will maintain Archbiſhops, &c. 
And that he queſtions not but his Parliament will ſo ſettle a Li- 
Þ-rty of "Conſcience: for all his Subjects, as bis Succellors ſhall have. 
10 cauſe toalter, Now the Parliament no doubt will go no farther 
to the ſettling of Popery, or deſtroying the Church of England, than 
what the King in this his Declaration expetts ſhall be enaQted, ſo 
that the Penal Laws muft be the very eſſential part of the Church 
of Enzland, if the bare taking away of them, and confirming all 
her other Rights and Priviledges will dzſtroy or prejudice her ; for 
the ſame Law that gives-Libersy to thz Papiſts and Proteſtant Diſſen- 
zers, will as ſtrongly confirm her in every Privil-dg and Power, ex- 
cept only one, which is the Power of dcing hurt :. And ſince you 
ſay, pag. 16. that the Church of England's convinced of her Error in 
being ſevere to the Diſſenters ; they have reaſon to conclude that the- 
Church of England will rather thank than be diſpleaſed with them, 
for taking, from her the means and Temptation of her ever falling 
into the like Error again... - | | 

As to what you ſay page 3,.4- about the new Friendſhip of "the Diſ- 
ſenters, and the litttle Truth to be expetted from the Papits Per- 
formances ;.let it. be as you ſay : yet I know of no-Diſſenter is ſhaking, 
hands, or entring into any Engagements with them, more than. 
what is natural to all Men ta deſire, and endeayour, a free and'un- 
diſturbed Exerciſe of their Religion accoruing to the Conviction of 
their Conſciences. And how little to your purpoſe is that Para-- 
graph, pag. 3- where you ſay, Wine i not more expreſly forbidden ro- 


: Mahometans, than giving Hereticks liberty to the Papiſts. For how doth 


it follow. that becauſe we give them L'berty, that therefore our Li- 
berty muſt be precarious from them, wlien the fame Law will give 
the Church of England her Preheminence 1n Powers, Revenues, and' 
all ather Advantages and Emoluments, and” the Papijts the bare Li- 
berty of the;Profeſſion of their Religion? Were it intenged indeed. 
to diveft and ftripthe Church of England of all her rich and ſplen-. 
did Attirements, and. cloath the Papiſts with them, the Argument: - 
might: 


might carry moreforce in it; But it takes from the Church only the” 
worlt and vileſt of her Garments, and which ſhe her ſelf is now 
afhanied to appear in, and leaves her all the reſt. Pag. 3. you ſay 
the Papiſts cannot have Abſolut:on, if they continue their Kindneſs. You 
need. not be beholden to them for any Kindneſs, for the Law will 
continue all to you, without any Kindnefs to be expected from 
them ; ſo that the Principle concludes amifs, and you will have no 
occaſion to put them on ſuch difficulties to get their Abſolution. And: 
pag. 3, W. hatever their Skill in Chirtrgery is, you ſay We worſt that ever 
pretended to it at Healing ;, there is anoth-r Church hath as bad ax . 
Faculty at Healing : But I am ſare., we have had of 1ite one So- 
yeraign Plaiſter which has given a great deal of eaf:, when other: 
in2x7ert Phyſicians had feſtered and made the Wourd almoſt in- 
curable. I | 

Pag. 4. As to what. you ſay to the Papiſts treatment of thoſe that 
think them. gnilty of Tdolatry, 'is not to the purpoſe-:. for you proceed 
on this falſe Principle, That the Papiſts are to have the Power i1 
their hands, whereas the Intent of the Law is, that no one fort of 
Men ſhall hurt any other for differing from them in their Principles, 
and this to be ſecured as firm as the Laws can-make it ;. ſo that as to- 
the Conſequences that may . happen from the Papifts, if any thing 
can be rationally concluded in your Lerter, it maſt be from hence: 
that the Papilſts are to be inveited with all the Power; when no ſuch 
thing, but the quite contrary is to be enacted; = 

As to the Matter of Adareſſing, 'tis ſtrange the Church of England' 
ſhould oppoſe it :. for if the King be Supream Head of the Church, 
as they have ſufficiently preach'd and' printed, the King muſt have 
4. Power to:diſpenſe with Penal Laws ; for © all'onr Lawyers agree: 
the King to-ha- e the ſame Power as the Pope had in Eccleſiaſtical 
Diſpenſations ; and that the Pope had'a Power to diſpenſe with the- 
Penal Laws in matters of Religion, eſpecially in malis prohibitis, was 
never queſtioned: And without doubt *tis not that the King doubts. 
his Power in diſperſing, that makes him deſirous to have the Penal 
Laws taken off by Parliment, but that he deſigns his Subjefts may” 
have the Liberty of their Conſciences, as well' in future times, as: 
they are ſure to.enjoy it during his Reign ; and why the Dsſſenters 
fhould' not thank. him for exerting that Power thus ſeaſonably, I 
cannot: comprehend;. only thas: much we gather from fome Mens: 
Princip'es, that as long as the King complied with their Defires,. the 
Prerogative. was ſtrained to the higheſt, but as ſoon as ke. acts con- 
trar}; 
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trary to their Humours and Intereſt, though in the moſt juſt and ne- 
ceſſary occaſion that ever was, great Is the Cry, and the Diſſenters, 
becauſe they addreſs the King for this. neceſſary and legal Diſpen- 
ſation, muſt be charged with giving a Blow to all Laws,and volun- 
tary Aggreſlors of Magna Charta, ſo that the Diſlenters (notwith- 
ſtanding this ſpecious Addreſs) may from-hence. gueſs ex pede Hercs- 
la, what Entertainment they are like to have from you, if you 
once again haye the Power over them, having already pronounced 
them ſo great D&inquents in this Particular : and may they (ſay I) 
ſyffer accordingly, if-they give it you again when it lies in their 
power to take it from you : But I could wifh the Church of England 
had-been no.more Aggreſlors of 4agna Charta than the Diſſemers 
are-in this, or any-other Particular. | 

As to what you ſay P-5. about the Inſtruments of this new Friendſhip, 
and their being brib'd, &c.. 1:look on it as all Calumny, the old way 
of dealing with the Diſſenters, fortiter ;calummiare aliquid adherebit : 
But however; , 1 ſeq no. harm: there is to take Mony to do a- good 
Thing, as I am ſure the taking; off theſe unchriſtian-like Laws will 

E n « . . - A ' - 


But.for the Circular. Letters, and tyring. the Poſt-Horſes, P. 7, You 
take up this 1:ſuppoſe at gpeſs only, by what you your ſelves did in 
the caſe of Abhorrences ta.the late King, but-drop Inſtances in that 
particular as ſoon as yaupleaſe., ©. ; 

'But you threaten highly, and tell the Diſſenters,. P. 12. That the 
Church of England can in a Moment bring Clouds again, and turn the 
Royal Thunder upon our Heads, blow us off the Stage with a Breath ; if ſhe 
would but give a Smile or a kind Word, the leaſt glimpſe of ber compliancs 
would throw. the Diſſenters back, inta. their former ſtate of Suffering : But, 
ſhe (good Church) ml net allow. her ſelf robe. reſcued by ſuch unjuſtifir 
able means, but chuſeth to' bear the Weight of Power, rather than lye under 
the Burthen of being Criminal, Now what the Sence of this ſtudied 
Paragraph is, or what weight it is that the King is going to put upon 
her, I cannor imagine, unleſs ſhe reckons. Arch-Biſhops,Biſhops, &s., 
tobe a Weight;: and.indeed they have been a dead and heavy Weight. 
to ſome People,,; But. of this Weight, I fup ole the may be eaſed as. 
ſoon as ſhe pleaſeth : And that ſhe will not: thank the King for eaſing 
her of what diſgraceth her, and;of.which ſhe her ſelf is now aſhamed, 
ſhe muſt, I think, in the Senſe of all ſober Men ſtill lye under the 


Burthcn of being Criaunal-,... 


49) 
- But ſhe deals very ſawcily methinks with-the Royal Thanderer, 2s 
if ſhe with a Smile could alter what he hath ſo ſolemnly declared he 
will:continue during his Reign : [But why [ſhould ſhe | that hath: ſo 
ſtrongly maintained that the-Word of: the King iis Sacred; imagine 
that for a Smile'from herhe would ſo'eafly alter his: Sarred Word ? 
The Reaſon is plain, ſhe maintained his Word:to be Sacred, when 
ſhe thought he would regulate himſelf by her ſtinted Principles; but 
now ſhe ſees that he acts by a more Divine and Generous Principle, 
the Caſe is altered, 'tho he is ſtill the ſame to her; for the'\ maintains 
her in-all her Grandenr, Rights and*Privitedges; according” to 'his 
Word: .But certainly fhewas ranch to blame tb! imaginerthat when 
he promiſed to maintain her, he would fo thaintain her as togive her 
Power to deftroy all others. BT PEE 10/32. 4 
But that Pag-3. 'where you ſay that they: i(the Roman i Catholicks) 
areine more-able. toi make their Vows, -than Men wnatricd before, and 
their $/ife ative," $41 confirm their Contrathwith' avather' Wonian's You 
art' 20 be bugged now, that 'you may be ſyare3ul-at anorher time: We 
know ''tis'the'Kitg hath made this Vow-or Promiſe 'to 'ns, that we 
fhall enjoy this Liberty-during his Reign 3 now that ſuch Language 
fhould proceed from - Loyal 'Chorch-men 'is very ſtrange, /fo:tharif 
the Government doibut in'the tealt thwart them, 'tis:not- their:-Do. 
Arine of PaſſroOhedlitnot and Sahifſion can keerythem within bounds, 
but they muſt ſquint on the Bovernment. TR 
But you feem to ſpeak very fairly, P. 16. That rhe Fondation muſt 
be inlarged, and an agreement made amongſt: Proteſtants again Fe com- 
mon Enemy. And is the Churclireally in earneft ire this Point-!:-Or 
perhapsſhe thinks ſhe can put:any'thing upon theieaſy pood-natured 
Diſſenters, whom Ihe will lugat-prefent, thatiſe tay ſqueeze them 
hereafter : But the DiſſentersT hope will not: Cwallow ſuch 2-(gilded 
Pill ; For why did not the Church of England agree to this in the 
Weſtminſter Parliament, when the Bill of Comprehenſion was propo- 
ſed, a very ſeaſonable timefor ſa/godd and ſo yu a Work, and 
ſay'd all this Trouble, but inſtead of that, they fell to Violence and 
Perſecution, and at this inſtant threaten ſeverely, and would no 
doubt be at the ſame glorious Work again, had not the King in his 
great Mercy put a ſtop to it ? | | 
But the next Heir, you ſay P. 16: and all things will conſpire to give 
the Diſſenters eaſe and ſatisfattion, if they do not anticipate and deſtroy it 
themſelves. How far the Church of Ezgland may influence the next 
Succeſſor, bred in her Boſom, and not in that Countrey you ſpeak = 
EP a 
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2nd ofi& Sex eaver \to:be prevailed with; the Diffenters have'no.rea- 
{on!to:hazard. fince nothing but: the Great, Neble,and generous Reſa+ 
lhition:off ou preſent Prince could break through tte:dady- and :can- 
ns of. ithe Qhyoch-:of /Zaglad tothe contrary; 01. 
+ [Po 10. Fon bd 1 corifeder alt ale warning by the Church of Englands 
wiftake in the fame kgud, when after the late King*s Reſtoration they pre- 
ferved fo long the bitter tafte of the Difſenters rough uſage townrals them tn 
other temes, that it made the Chiirgh of England forget their vntereſt, and 
ſacrifice it to thesr revenge,  The- Caſe 'indead is; worth conſidering ; 
by their Revenge, I ſuppdſe;:yob mean the enafting and executing 
of thoſe ſevere Penal-Laws npon the Dyſſexters ; ' 2 Revenge, -1 muſt 
confeſs with a. Witheſs!! But, Sir, the Diſſenters , will conſider _ this 
Caſe ſeriouſly, and deal more fairly by the Church than the Church 
dealt by them ;- they will neither enact, : nor:execute-any Penal Laws 
- againſt the Church of Eng/and; but.on. the contrary,. they,.as::the 
Kipg hath been pleaſed: to: declare, will conſent. to.confirm all Arch 
biſhops, Biſhops, &c. And likewiſe to enatt,. That reither-Papilſt;, 
Nor any other ſhall bave power to hurt the-Church in the Profe(- 
ſion of her Religion, or the Poſſeſſion of her, Rich Temporalties 3 
and humbly crave onJy At her hands, that-they. may have by the 
ſame Law. the: free Exerciſe of their Religion-!in'Peace:and Quiet- 
neſs ; Arid hope the Church. witl- not refuſe. then ſa {ſmall-a pit- 
tance. ; Fol! SLED T5375 12 310 
© Now; Sir, if the Church be not ſativfied herein, it-will tempt 
Men -to conclude, that .ber eager. defire.to.haye theſe Laws-conti- 
nucd, is with a deſign to put them at; a proper ſeaſon. in. execu- 
tion again 3 ard-that ſhe-cannot be: ſatisfied in any thipg leſs, than 
a-Power of Perſccation , ſince all her! other Privitedges - will be 
confirm'd 20 her. and that only taken from her, | | 


FINIS. 


